
Store at Kingsmill 
where the first Post 
Office was housed. 

AUGUST 4th, 1970 

Window on l eft of house~ Post 
Office ) Kingsmill, Ontario . 

AUG. 4th , 1970 
Lucille, twin daughter of 

Mr . and Mrs. Lome H. Orris holding 
the First Sign under the Last Sign 
on day of closing the Post Office at 
Kingsmill, Ontario . 



KINGSMILL POST OFFICE 

Lome Baynes Orris was appointed Pos~aster on April 8th, 1952, 

officially taking office September 3rd., 1952 , his wife Marjorie was 

his assistant as he was only a part time Postmaster being fully 

employed at the Carnation Company , Aylmer, Ontario. 

The office was situated at the north west corner of thei r place of 

residence in the village. Over the period of year s mail volume 

increased as well' as t he rates of postage, first class r ates w·as 4¢ , 

second crass 2¢ and at the time of closing, first cl ass rate 8¢ and 

second class rate 6¢. 

Over the years the community enlarged with an increased of boxholders 

and householders as well as mileage for courier Donald W. Pettit, 

which was appointed courier in the early fifties continued until its 

closing. It was then changed to R. R.#7, Aylmer, Ontario . 

Our family grew up and in the later years helped in sorting especially 

at Christmas when mail was so heavy. 

Mail at first was received and dispatched by Postmaster meeting the 

N. Y.C. train at cro-ssing at 9 A.M . and again at 2: 30 P. Ivi . each day. 

When the train ceased t~ operate mail was then delivered by truck 

coming from Brantford at 9 A. M. go i ng to London, Ontario and returning 

2: 40 P.M. Service very goo~ and fast . 

In the sixties, service was changed again by truck leaving Aylmer at 

7 : 30 A. M. calling at Kingsmilr, cipringfield , Brownsvil~e , Corinth and 

back to Aylmer by 9 A.M. This duty was perfO'•rmed by a l 'o,car contracto-r. 

The office wa s officiarly closed on August 4th, 1'970 at 5 P. M. by 

Postmaster John Vermey, Aylmer. The l ast patrons purchasing stamps were 

Mr s . Mel~ourne Ashton and Miss Lorna Ruth Orris purchasing s t amps f or 

her w·edding invitations, thus ending another era. 

J 



Old Kingsmill School built in 1860 

The remodelled Kingsmill School is closed, Picture taken 
Sept. 2nd, 1974 shortly after being closed. 
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May 2L, 1970 

Car des troys Gas Pumps . 

A. Cardriven by J ames Darus Appleford , ;o , of R. R. 1 Kingsmi il , 

vee r ed out of c~ntrol on Talbot St. late yes teraay afternoon and clipped 

off two gasoline pumps and a light standar d at Laur' s Supertest station 

St . Thomas. Applefo rd was uninjured i n t he $2 , 500 accident~ 
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The resident s of Belmont can boast o~ p s ganking new $22,500 
post office building. Going i nto its second week of oper ation , the po 

st office wa~ constructed byNordark Holding Ltd., industrial 
contractors for the Department of Public Works . Construct i on began 
in Octobe r, 1970 and was opened on M "'rch 15th 1971 which vTas 

recently built on the old hotel pr operty, of Fred Dodgson selling 
f o r the new post office . 
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Feb. 28th , 1910 

u. c. W. Proj • ct 

The f r iendshi p dinner g1ven by Belmont United Church Women 

for senior residents of t ne m mmunity is an eager ly- anticiputed 

annual event . Held in t ne church , this year 60 guests attended , 10 

of them being f ormer residents or the community still residing in 

Elgin. Front, (left to right) are liJ rs. Byron Murray, Belmont . 

who celebrat ed her 85th b i r thday on t he day or t he dinner; Mrs. 

Sam Legg and Mr . Legg; standing , (leffto right) Mrs . Ralph Taylor, 

Belmont, U. c. w. President and William Wakele~ , student minister who 
is pasto r of t he church. 



Mr. and Mrs. Samuer W. Legg moved to Belmont, Ontario on 
February 4th, 1970 with the assis:tanttf of Mr. and Mrs. Hiram 
Jenken, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Jenkins, and Mr. and Mrs. Stuart 
Scanlan, remaining three weeks with their son and daughter-in
law, MiTton Legg's, hence next door to Cornelius Huigenbos house 
until moving in their new home on the corner of Union and 
Colletge Street, Saturday, Dec~mber 5th, 1970. 

Mr •. Samuel Legg, 182 Union Street, Belmont, Ontario- passed 
away on Monday, January lOth, 1972. 

Mrs . Samuel Legg and the late Sam W. Legg had the misfortune 
to lose their Centennial' farm house_ E. Half, Lot 23', Concession 
No . 8, South Dorchester by an unknown fire on Monday, April 
17th, 1972. 



Vi ctory Lodge Belmont. Inst alr ation 
Victory Lodge of the I nternational Order of Oddfellows held 

the annual i nstallation of officer s , Wedn esday night i n Belmont . 
Ca rried out by t he Ingersoll Lodge , all most 20 members took offi ce. 

I 

during th~ inst ~llation service. Seen he re at t he i nstall ation are , 
from 'L. to R. Russell Lunn , i ncomi ng vice- g r and; Bill Gra•burg 
noble gr and; Hiram Jenken, District Deputy Grand Master of El gi n 
Di strict 16 (also of the Bel mont Lodge) Stan Duncanson of Dutt on 
District Deputy Grand Master of Erie District 15; Norman ~tuma of Th
or ndale , Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge of t he Grand Lo dge of 
Ontario; George Vanstone of St.Mary's Gran~ Master of the Grand 
Ladge of Ontario ; and Doug Rabbets of Springfield, District Deputy 
Gran~ Warden of Elgin District 16. 

Oct . 13, 1971 



Belmont Lions Club 1971 
Tel evision donation The Belmont Lions Cl ub made a visit to 

Valleyview Home fo r the Aged Wednesday afternoon with a television 
set wh ich they donated to the Senior Ci t iZEn ' s Drop- In Centre , 
President of the Drop:... rn Cent re, James Galbraith ,. i"s sea ted at the 
left awaiting the two repr esentatives of the Belmont Lions Club to 
adjust t he set . Centre is Hugh McKellar, past-president of the 
Bel mont Club ancr at right is W. C. Barons, !ar.ter member of the club. 
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( Shepherd of his flock 

14 ( I{ t?-117 
Hiam Jenken, Zarmouth farmer of R. !~Belmont, Ont . worries 

for the lelmont Sewage Lagoons may be opeaed for Waterfowl hunting . 

His priv•te sanc tuary whe re birds have f locked for 30 yrs . is little 

more than 600 metre s f rom the Area. 



Aug . 20 , 1980 Chow Time 

Fifty seven Canada Geese scuttle to H ram Jenken 

as he prepares t heir dinner of corn and seed . The 

private bird sanctuary , adjacent to thA Be lmon t 

lagoons presentl y has 2SO beaks to feed . The 

Canada Geese are flying in every day , as thev 

pre pare for the i r fall migrati or s ou th . 
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Would di scourag e wildf oul f r om nesti ng near l ac oons 

May I take up a l ittle s pace in your valuable paper 

to express my Tiews on the enTi ronment a nd t he pollution 

situation in t he Belmont area. 

The Tillage instal led a sani tary sewer system duri ng t be 

ye ar 1976, and ~ring the spr i n&and summer months is making 

hook ups, which eventually lead t o t he l agoons, in the coun t ry 

nearby . 

sys t em 

coose , 

la&oon. 

The 

and 

so I 

local Borden Company plant i ns t alled a sprinkler 

small lagoons previ ously . Wild ducks and a wild 
am told took up permanent r esidence on Borden ' s 

Wow since the Ti l lage l~goons are in operation a much 
larc•r number of wi ld ducks resi de t here , r e ar i ng their younc . 

In myopinion I woul d sugsest that some prevent ive 

measure should be taken to di scour age an- wild li f e f r om 

makin& t he lacoons t heir home. For i n s t ance adding some liquia 

bad t aste to the bod~ of water, or pouring a very large quantity 

of waste oil over the surface t o helpprevent t he ducks f r om 

swimmin& on the clear wate r a t the t op . 

In the first pl ace when any lacoon•s are constructea 

it would be far more sani tary if they could have a cove r on top 

to keep everything out . Less than two years a&o in a local 
; 

newspaper an itm stated that during the hunti n& season ducks 

at the town of Ay lmers la~oon's could be shot and eaten Du t 

t h e sad p1rt of it was that the ducks had worms i n t he i r int estines . 

from residin~on t he waber a t t he lagoons . 
When anyone dresses f owl a nd finds any disease the 

fowl is disposed of, so why eat l agoon ducks. 
Also i t has been in the newspaper that at Tarious 

t i mes it may be necessary f or a r un off from the lacoons t o a 

oreek. 
Woula i t not b e mu ch more healthier for human 

be i nc s, farm stock, and t h e wildlife t oo , if thi s runoff coula 

only be f i lte red t hrough the adjacent l and near t he lacoons, 

using f i eld tile, sand and gravel , like i s used f or a wee p i n& 

bed? 
I 8JJl f or a better env i r onment a nd hope y.ou a.r·~ 

of t he s ame opinion. 
J. G. Carter, Belmont. C't~tario . I 
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BeLMont water sewer Lacoons 

~ 1975 the sewer lacoon wore bUilt on the farm of Biram 

Jenken aeuth si4e of coneession 15 Ya~outh Township for the 

purpose of the villa&e of Belmont. They were complete4 in Sept. 

1975 on 35 acres . Two where built tbe second one to 4rain into 

Kettle creek on the wes t s~e of them twice a year when the creek 

was h i ib. 
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